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Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  

River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 
 
Subregion:  CENTRAL     County:  NEVADA 
 
Applicant:  NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
 
Project Title:   ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: ASSESSING THE IMPACTS OF REMOVING   
   MERCURY-LADEN SEDIMENT FROM COMBIE RESERVOIR 
 
Reference Number: SNC 070150 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
Conduct an environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act to remove mercury-
laden sediment from Combie Reservoir by use of innovative technology and to restore riparian habitat 
in the upper Bear River watershed.  The environmental analysis is a critical step in determining the 
feasibility of removing large quantities of sediment with mercury from a reservoir such as Combie.  
Because this is a recurring problem throughout the Sierra Nevada, this work will help to inform 
irrigation districts about removal of contaminants from water sources. 
 
Specific actions include: 

• Conduct meetings with permitting agencies; 
• Consult on initial study and environmental review; 
• Prepare CEQA documents; 
• Obtain necessary permits from local, state and federal agencies.  

 
 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
NHI  report on flow augmentation, increased storage and potential 
impact to reservoir; strategies for establishing flow regime October 2008 
Habitat maps, water sediment and biota sampling December 2008 
SWS Report on findings December 2008 
Complete fish inventory and CEQA analysis July 2009 
Obtain permits from CDFG, USGS, DWR & Corp. of Engineers December 2009 
Final Report/Final Payment Request May 2010 

 
PROJECT COSTS 

 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 
Meetings with consultants and permitting agencies $15,000
Initial study and environmental review $10,000
Preparation of CEQA documents $60,000
Permits $15,000
GRAND TOTAL $100,000 

 
Letters of Support: 
• None 
 
Recommendation: 
 Staff recommendation is to fund this project at the requested level of $100,000.   
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